THE   BISTORT   OF   SPIRITUALISM

religious significance on the general lines with which
it' is defined in a subsequent chapter of this work.
Judge Edmonds's brain was indeed a remarkable one,
and his judgment clear, for there is very little which
we can add to his statement, and perhaps it has never
been so well expressed in so small a compass. As we
point to it one can claim that Spiritualism has been
consistent from the first, and that the teachers and
guides have not mixed their message. It is a strange
and an amusing reflection that the arrogant science
which endeavoured by its mere word and glare to
crush this upstart knowledge in 1850 has been proved
to be essentially wrong on its own ground. There
are hardly any scientific axioms of that day, the
finality of the element, the indivisibility of the atom,
the separate origin of species, which have not been
controverted, whereas the psychic knowledge which
was so derided has steadily held its own, adding fresh
facts but never contradicting those which were
originally put forward.

Writing of the beneficent effects of this knowledge
the Judge says :

There is that which comforts the mourner and binds up
the broken-hearted; that which smooths the passage to the
grave and robs death of its terrors; that which enlightens the
atheist and cannot but reform the vicious; that which cheers
and encourages the virtuous amid all the trials and vicissi-
tudes of life ; and that which demonstrates to man his duty
and his destiny, leaving it no longer vague and uncertain.

The matter has never been better summed up
than that.
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